\,_.

/]

ng ' Approved For Release 2001/03@MMI%457R001400340009-4 ' &/ ;

L
vg‘ln
CLASSIFICATION w 25X1A

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY report No. [
INFORMATION REPORT '

COUNTRY Germany (Russian Zone) DATE DISTR. 30 Maxch 1948
SUBJECT SED-gsponsorad Referendum for “ NO. OF PAGES

German Uni : ™ 7Ty
25X1A W LIBR 27 COpPY”

NO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW)

38236

SUPPLEMENT TO
REPORT NO.

— 3%

1. During a conference hald at the SED Party headgquarters in Berlin on 22

Mareh, Wilhelm Pieck complained that not all delsgates to the Paople's
. Congress were giving that body their full support. Ho stated that scmo

CDU and LDP mombors were tryimg to limit the scope of its activities,
It wvans determined, therefore, that the Volkarat (Popular Assembly of the
People's Congress) would opsrate bty majority rule so that dissenters,
who might otherwise be supported by the umanimity rule, could be over-
riddan, Tho Volksrat would bs the uovereimm body of a parliament eon~
cornad pot only with peaco and Gorman unity, but also with all the
quastions within the normal province of & mational assembly, be these
questions constitutional, economis, social, or legal.

2. Pleck went on to atate that a broad wave of national feeling should be
set into motion., The KFD in the western gzones should drop its inhibitions
against nationalistic slogans. The supreme task of the SED in the coming
months would be that of organizing a national referendum on the question
of German unity. Plock said that this referendum ashould not be spensared
by the People's Congress or the Volksrat, tut simply ky "groups of honsst
Germans", so that the western powers would have no excuse for prohibiting
it. The constitutions of the Idnder of the American Zone all vrovide thet
& 1ist of aignatures of ton rer cent of the electorete 1s suffielent to
force the povernment to places an issue bofore the mublie. The lsme on
the yeferendum would be phraseds "I am for a united Germany; I am in
favor of a German Republic®, Pieck predicted that, vhen confronted with
this statement, no German voter would be able to say no. He was convizced
that the sisnatures of a majority of the voters would be obtained. '

3. EKurt Lichtenstein, a del;ﬁ;e fron Duseoldorf, remarked that, in ths
British Zone where the or have mo oonstitutions, a referondum would
-have to be staged according to the provisions of the Weilmar Constitution.
~ Walter Ulbricht pointed out that the referondum would only be the sharting
yoint. Tho "groups of honast Germans® won Yy SED-KFD tactics would be
formed into committass to supplement the SED cadres in the mobilisation of
the masses to support German uwaity, ‘

4o It wvas conceded in the course of the conferenee that all hope for gaining
recognition for the SED in the wsatern gsones was lost. The SED-KFD
Arbeitsgemeinschaft is to be considered a f£lat failurs, It is also reai-

ized that the efforts to gemerete and control _ SROR (N5 T
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